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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, an 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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MILLENNIAL DISPENSATION, 


[Further remarks on the ‘‘ Signs of the 
Times,” or Christ’s second coming consider- 
ed, with the relative evenis, by S .M. M’Cor- 
KLE; extracted from the Millennial Har- 
binger.] 

Most of the prophecies have a two- 
fold meaning, and are to have a second 
accomplishment:—the first was on the 
Jewish church; the second will be on 
the Gentile. The character and fate 
of the one, is that of the other. The 
analogy will hold good in every promi- 
nent feature. It was said of the for- 
mer, ** The heads thereof judge for re- 
ward, and the priests thereof teach for 
hire, and the prophets thereof divine 
for money; yet will they lean upon the 
Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among 
us? none evil can come upon us.’’— 
Could a more striking portrait of the 
present administration be drawn? We 
read the character of the present church 
inthe past; why not its fate? Have 
we any warrant, that on the present, 
the dreadful contrast is not to be con- 
summated in the same degree that the 
one dispensation exceeds the other in 
light, magnitude, extent, and corrup- 
tion? And these dreadful events are 
to find the world as illy prepared for 
them, as it was for the flood: or the 
Jewish church was for the dreadful ca- 
tastrophe which closed its political ex- 
istence, as well as its existence as a 
church. And just as sure as there is 
truth in the Bible, such a day of cala- 
mity, of sore visitation, is hanging over 
the Gentile church, for the one, self- 
same cause—incurable corruption. 

Some may say there is much good 
doing in the world. Compare the good 
doing with the abounding wickedness, 
and the subject presents but a cloomy 
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prospect. I admit there are partial 
revivals, but how short-lived are they, 
forever quenched by the hand of par- 
tyism, with endless broils about enlist- 
ments, enrolments, &c.? And _ this 
growing evil is never to cease until the 
present order of things is rolled up like 
a useless scroll, and laid aside with all 
its appendages. 

Time has not yet rolled round the 
number of years allotted to the reign 
of antichrist. ‘The four winds are not 
yet fully let loose.* The accumulating 
storin is-held in “ straitened reins,”’ 
till the servants of God be sealed in 
their foreheads. What may we then 
expect! But blind credulity, and the 
“downy Doctors,” will say; we are in 
the hands of a merciful God: ‘Is not 
the Lord among us? none evil can 
come upon us.’ So said the antedilu- 
vian, so the Jew, until they were awa- 
kened up from their delusions by irre- 
parable ruin. Men will frame a thou- 
sand excuses, or objections, rather 
than examine these matters, and will 
console themselves that these things 
are not to happen in their day. What 
ruin has attended the close of former 
dispensations by such delusions as are 
now closing the eyes of the mass of 
mankind? The day, the very hour 





*If the Cholera be nota pestilence, what 
may we call it? Has any disease ever made 
such a formidable attack on the human 
family, so rapid in its march, so dreadful 
in its operations, and so completely setting 
the skill of man at defiance to find a cause? 
God has begun his controversy; his foot- 
steps are visible; the four winds are be- 
ginning to “hurt the earth.” Other 
judgments will follow in close step. 
When God begins a work, it will be con- 
summated in the plenitude of his power— 
the scourge, the last resort of heaven! 
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which will usher in the terrors of Om- 
nipotence, will find men slumbering, 
dreaming, hoping these things are not 
to take place in their day. And what 
are our watchmen doing at this import- 
ant crisis—a time which is to furnish 
with a wedding garment, or a dreadful 
«Depart you’? Feeding their famish- 
ed flocks on stale divinity; dealing out 
a weekly dole of dry dogmas; or ran- 
sacking hell for horrors, by which to 
frighten people into heaven, instead of 
obeying the gospel in its plain and 
simple precepts—inundating the world 
with periodicals, religious novels,tracts, 
fables, lies; fabricated in falsehood, 





and vended in corruption. Shame on 
professors! Has truth lost its efficacy? 
Has the Bible no charms, that fiction 
is dressed up in its stead, in nice attire, 
to suit the vitiated taste of Christen- 
dom? And some of these potent 
tracts are famous for converting hun- 
dreds! 

Now, serious reader, which do you 
think God prefers, a lie, or a truth, by 
which to convert men? They have 
corruption at the bottom, and stand in 
the dark catalogue of allegations against 
the present administration. 

The good doing at present in the 
churches, is like some momentary and 
strong pulsations about the heart, when 
life has entirely left the extremities. 
Not only disease, but age has contri- 
buted its influence toward weakening 
all the energies of the body; and these 
energies, divided into a thousand dif- 
ferent channels, are forever striving to 
render the efforts of each other abor- 
tive. Think you the Jewish adminis- 
tration was nothing impaired by age? 
Every thing we see on earth, is preach- 

ing the self-evident doctrine of decay, 
of dissolution. 
What but the elements maintain 
their ground unchangeable, unaffected 


the stamp of eternal duration fixed on 
any. 

Most of the mighty empires which 
have been, exist only on the page of 
history; they are buried and lost amidst 
succeeding revolutions. Where the 
nation that has stood the wreck of time? 
Where the empire that holds its head 
rabove the mighty wave which has beat 
down the strength of nations, and ap- 
nihilated the power of thrones and do- 
minions? The Lord of hosts has fixed 
the destiny of all: “He looked, and 
drove the nations asunder.’ How 
visionary, to look for institutions un- 
changeable, incorruptible, where man 
administers! The elements alone know 
no change. ‘That which comes into 
existence, must go into dissolution. 
A church existed before the flood:— 
where is it? Buried beneath the mighty 
waters—for corruption. The admi- 
nistration was then committed to the 
Jewish nation: has it shared a better 
fate? it is now standing a blighted 
monument of divine displeasure—for 
corruption. Now, taking Christendom 
in the aggregate, is it less corrupt 
than the churches which have fallen? 
Is God pledged to the present Gentile 
church in stronger terms than he was 
to the Jewish? Is the Gentile church 
profiting by the history of the past, or 
examining the ground on which she is 
standing? 


Analogy between the Jewish and Gen- 
tile Church. 


There is a close and striking analo- 
gy between the Jewish and Gentile 
church. The Jewish economy was 2 
shadow of things to come; had its law- 
giver, its twelve patriarchs, its ordt- 
nances, its holy fire, spirit of prophecy, 
power of working miracles, or demon- 
stration; its Babylon. 








































by the mighty roll of succeeding ages? 
All governments, civil or ecclesiastic, 
where erring man has had the admin- 
istration, have been subject to the one 
invariable fate, disease and death. 
Governments never renovate, nor is 





The Christian church, had Christ a 
law-giver, twelve Apostles, its Holy 
Spirit, spirit of prophecy, ordinances, 
demonstration, &c. its Mystery—Ba- 
bylon. All admit the former to be 4 
type of the present. If this be true, 
how far must the antitype agree wil 
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the type? In alfits points and bearings, 
or it is not perfect. If each had its 
day of persecution, its day of perfection 
and glory, its day of corruption and 
captivity, who may assert, without a 
special warrant from God, that the 
Gentile church is not to complete the 
analogy, and close with a like visitation? 

If the past were a type of the present, 

the present must close as did the past. 
The same fate awaits, the same ruin is 
unavoidable, as long as the character 
of the one is that of the other. We 
may close our eyes to these things, and 
hope a better fate, regardless of analo- 
gy, of prophecy, or the invariable 
dealings of heaven. Will closing the 
eyes ward off the shafts of Omnipo- 
tence? Will ignorance avail us any 
thing, when the ministers of God's 
vengeance are let loose to scourge a 
guilty world? To those who look for 
him, and those alone, will he come the 
second time * without sin to salvation.” 
A remnant are to be saved, no doubt, 
by the special hand of God, who will 
discriminate, in the day when he arises 
to “shake terribly the earth,”’ between 
the righteous and the wicked, between 
him that serves God and him that serves 
him not. 
If the Jewish church understood the 
prophecies relative to the coming of 
Christ, so will the Gentile church those 
relative to his second coming, or his 
Universal Reign. If the Jew was in 
a state of preparation for his first ad- 
vent, so will the Gentile be for his se- 
cond. ‘The reason may be given by a 
similar question: if the teachers, the 
priests of the former, were declaring 
the whole counsel of God, keeping 
themselves unpolluted from bribes and 
blood, so will the present be found. 
Reader, finish the analogy. As far 
as the two have gone, they perfectly 
agree. 

I speak in general terms, taking 
Christianity upon the whole. In the 
one were found a few Israelites in 
whom there was no guile; in the other 
will be found a few wise servants, 
watching, waiting the return of the 

























Master. Now, on the principles of 
analogy, may we not expect to see 
priest and people seized with the same 
infatuation which possessed priest and 
people at the close of the past? Do 
we not see the same spirit, the same 
misguided zeal, the same invincible 
attachment to tradition, the same mis- 
application of prophecy. 

If dispensations have closed, may 
thev not close again? I challenge the 
proof, the text, the single text, within 
the lids of the Bible, which will war- 
rant the hope, the belief, that the 
present is not to close. On what reed 
of hope are we hanging? On bare 
presumption, on mere perchance that 
God will not do as he has done former- 
ly; that he will no more scourge the 
world for corruption; that lawless dis- 
cord is to drive with slackened reins 
and headlong fury; that the tide of vice 
is to know no check; that the rights 
of man are to be disregarded; that the 
cries of the oppressed are no more to 
enter into the ears of the Lord of hosts; 
that the fetters of tyrants and slavery 
are to be riveted for eternity; that 
millions of God’s creatures are to serve 
the few; that power is to be the rule 
of right: that men, whom God and 
nature made free, are to be “ hammer- 
ed to the galling oar for life, and plough 
the winter’s wave, and reap despair.” 

No, the Judge of all the earth will 
do right; the long suspended stroke 
will soon fall, in the plenitude of om- 
nipotent power. Pestilence and war 
are standing in dread array against the 
feeble inhabitants of the earth. The 
storm may delay; but it will only break 
with accumulated strength, and sweep 
with a wider desolation. Who can 
look at the situation of Europe, without 
dread? 

Europe is an encampment :—a vial 

99 
poured on the “seat of the beast. 
What preparations for human slaugh- 
ter! The treading of the wine-press, 
the great battle of Armageddon, ap- 
proaching! political earthquakes con- 
vulsing the continent! Alas, where is 
the government free from commotion, 
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calm and undisturbed amidst the gath- 
ering storm—that is to survive the 
general wreck! 

The ‘signs of the times’ are ominous 
of an eventful day. The harbingers 
appear, forerunners of the day of the 
Lord’s vengeance, and the “ year of the 
recompenses for the controversy of 
Zion.” What time for idle specula- 
tions, unprofitable controversies, in the 
heat of battle? What time to war 
about names, or creeds, when the 
Lord’s sword is to be bathed im hea- 
ven? 

Now, reader, these things are just 
as sure to close the present administra- 
tion, and precede the Millennium, as 
there is truth in the Bible. And what 
are we doing? Sleeping, slumbering, 
on the brink of ruin! How is Christen- 
dom, instead of restorations—instead 
of being wafted by the gentle gale of 
prosperity, into the Millennium, to be- 
come the theatre of war, pestilence, 
and fire? Reader, your personal safety 
demands your personal examination of 
these matters; they are not phantoms 
of the imagination. Trust to yourself 
and your God, “to the law and the 
testimony.”’ If you trust to your blind 
guides, you are undone. “Enter into 
your closet, and shut the door, till the 
fierce indignation be overpast.”’ 

I have shown from facts, from rea- 
son, and analogy, that such things are 
coming, that they are at the door, that 
the tokens appear; wars and rumors 
are the heralds. Civil, as well as ec- 
clesiastic convulsions, betoken the ap- 
proaching storm. I will presently 
show, from the prophets, that these 
things are foretold in strong and point- 
ed language; that no other consistent 
meaning can be attached to almost the 
whole of the alarming predictions in 
the Bible; that they will concentrate 
on the dissolution of the Church, that 
a source of incalculable error is, the 
compounding of two great events to- 
gether, the coming of Christ on the 
clouds of heaven, and the final judg- 
ment, or the close of time:—which 


close examination, the one before the 
other at least a thousand years. 
There are many predictions that we 
have been applying to the final judg- 
ment which, when properly considered, 
cannot be thus applied, without invol- 
ving difficulties, absurdities, or contra- 
dictions. It will not do to apply pre- 
dictions to the final jadgment because 
they are big with alarm, and terrible 
with destruction. The final judgment 
is rarely taken up, a subject slightly 
touched, in the Bible; but the fall of 
antichrist, the close of the present ad- 
ministration, and relative events, are 
often taken up, under different figures 
and metaphors, and drawn in such 
lively colors, described in such emphatic 
language, that our peace-predicting 
seers, for fear of disturbing their own 
repose, or that of the world, have ap- 


plied them, en masse, to the final judg- 


ment, and have given themselves no 
further trouble on the subject. 

The present system of things is well 
adapted to prevent investigation. Fit- 
ted out beforehand for reception, the 
pliant recipient has nothing to do but 








events are entirely different; upon a 
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receive opinions shaped and moulded 
by some founder of a faction a century 
or two before he was born. Thus, as 
it was formerly, the fear of the Lord is 
taught by the precepts of man. Now- 
a-days, most of the articles of faith, or 
plans of getting to heaven, are self- 
devised—at least, of human invention; 
and to question the tradition of the 
Fathers, or strongly recommend the 
sacred oracles, as being entirely sufhi- 
cient for faith and practice, will alike 
fix a suspicion of unsoundness in the 
faith. The Jewish church had its pre- 
conceived opinions so strongly fixed, 
their tradition so deeply rivited, that 
demonstration, opposed to their preju- 
dice, was entirely impotent: they were 
“too strong for Omnipotence, they 
plucked down ruin.”’ With Moses and 
the prophets in their hands, they reject 
ed the very personage they were look- 
ing for:—with Moses, the prophets, 
and the Apostles, in our hands, Christ, 
in some way, is to be rejected again. 





—— een 





53 





——— — + 


AND CHRISTIAN. 


= i 





How weak is reason, and the Bible 
too, when opposed to the tradition of 
the day! Could heaven propose any 
thing that would be received with uni- 
versal approbation? The Jews, after 
crucifying the Lord’s anointed, after 
shedding the blood of his saints, after 
filling up the measure of their iniquity, 
when ruin and destruction had encom- 
passed them around, blindly infatuated, 
still looked for the special interposition 
of heaven: and they despaired not of 
this, until their city was deluged in 
blood, and their temple enveloped in 
flames. Now is there not a dreadful 
parallel to be carried out on the Gen- 
tile church? Who can say there is not, 
and give a “thus says the Lord,” for 
it? None: no, not one. Is not the 
same infatuation prevalent, the same 
unbelief, the same delusion, the same 
hope of being restored to primitive 
glory? Not a prominent feature in 
the one dispensation, without its re- 
lative in the other; they go with each 
other, in character and features, step 
by step. 

We look at the Jewish church with 
astonishment, that they could so widely 
mistake the meaning of their prophets. 
The time is not far distant, when we 
will view with the same astonishment 
the fatal mistakes of the Gentile church 
relative to predictions as plain as the 
former, and no less important. Would 
it have been no safeguard to the Jew, 
to have understood those predictions 
which related to his peace? Will it 
avail the Gentile nothing, to know and 
understand the alarming predictions 
contained in the Bible? The Book 
says, * Behold I come quickly: blessed 
is he that keeps the sayings of the pro- 
phecy of this book.” 

What is to be involved in this terri- 
ble metaphor, ‘‘And the heavens shall 
be rolled together as a scroll?’ When 
is the Lord’s sword to be bathed in 
heaven? ‘the wine press of the fierce- 
ness and wrath of the Almighty God”’ 
to be trodden? When are the thrones 
to be cast down? Are these questions 
of such trivial import that they may be 








answered some fifty years hence? Are 
they calculated to fill the mind with 
images of peace, or soothe into slum- 
bers?—to operate as opiates on the 
human race? Alas, what a situation 
the world is in! Is it to learn the 
meaning of the most alarming predic- 
tions in the Bible, in their dreadful ac- 
complishment! Is it to be roused from 
the most profound slumber, by the 
cry, ** Behold he comes!’’ Alas! how 
few, to all human appearance, will be 
ready to go into the marriage supper 
ofthe Lamb! And just as sure as there 
is truth in the. Bible, this marriage 
supper is to be consummated on earth ; 
yet our blundering guides are transfer- 
ring it to the worlds above! 

We purpose examining some of the 
most prominent predictions which are 
standing unfulfilled in the portentous 
future. Predictions which are past 
we look at as we view the bow of the | 
great Creator on a cloud which is past; 
but many of those in the future we 
view asa gathering storm, rising in 
dark majesty; charged with thunder, 
strong with tempest, and stretching 
widely across our horizon. 

With these views, dare I be silent? 
Believing thus, may I, through fear of 
blundering, hold my peace? What 
kind of an excuse will this be when 
summoned before the tribunal of the 
Kine or kines? How much will a 
little blunder weigh in the scale of om- 
nipotence—how much, compared to 
the plaudit of the Master, ‘“* Well done 
good and faithful servant?” If I can 
but rouse in some few individuals the 
spirit of investigation in the examina- 
tion of these matters, I shall not lose 
my reward. I despair of being gene- 
rally useful; or of being impartially 
heard by very many. Trite repetitions, 
or the want of method, will be pardon- 
ed by those who will candidly examine 
these matters for themselves. A large 
part of christendom will not believe 
though one should rise from the dead. 

First, I will offer a few remarks on 
the word “heaven,” so often used in 
prophecy. No word in the Bible is 
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more misapplied. Throughout the 
Apocalypse the word may, or should 
be applied to the church, with but few 
exceptions. Most divines will admit 
this until it involves them in difficulties, 
or their churches in ruin. The Bible 
is the best interpreter of the Bible, and 
the words of the Master should silence 
all cavils: ‘From that time Jesus began 
to preach, and to say, Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” “ He 
that is least in the kingdom of heaven, 
is greater than he.’’ Many passages of 
the like import might be quoted. ‘To 
Peter, Christ said, “1 will give unto 
thee the keys of the kingdom of hea- 
ven.’ This cannot relate to the invi- 
sible world. 

We must unavoidably apply the term 
heaven to the church, or admit things 
that common sense would revolt at.— 
For the Master farther saith, * What- 
soever thou shalt bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven.’? Our scrap- 
mongers and Doctors (except the Ca- 
tholic) apply, and justly too, this text 
to the gospel heavens: yet when these 
very heavens are to be rolled together 
as a scroll, they will transfer the appli- 
cation to the celestial world. But to 
return: we have at least an indubitable 
warrant for applying the term heaven to 
the church, and to go into the Revela- 
tion without this application of the term, 
we will find little else than a rude bun- 
dle of inconsistencies. See Rev. xii. 
** And there appeared a great wonder 
in heaven—a woman, clothed with the 
sun, &c. and there was war in heaven. 
Michael and his angels fought against 
the dragon, and the dragon fought and 
his angels.” The word heaven in this 
passage, cannot relate to any thing be- 
yona the limits of our globe. An ob- 
ject to which we can apply the figure 
of the woman, can be found no where 
else. ‘I'he woman was persecuted on 
earth, let her place of residence be 
where it may. ‘And when the dra- 
gon saw that he was cast unto the 
earth, he persecuted the woman.’’— 
‘And the earth helped the woman.” 
Remember, this woman appeared in 






























































heaven, and the dragon made war in 
heaven. Who will say this woman, 
and the persecution too, related to any 
thing but the church? The woman 
fled into the wilderness. Is there a 
wilderness in the heaven above ?~ 
Among the rudest absurdities ever 
palmed on the credulity of the world, 
is the transfer of this war to the worlds 
above. Itis the production of a po- 
etical imagination, the merest fiction, 
dressed up in all the beauties and 
strength of language, spiced by learn- 
ing, and made savory by the most im- 
posing decorations; surcharged with 
heathen mythology, sanctified by uni- 
versal applause, and handed to the 
world for the meaning of this war in 
heaven. I will quote another passage 
where the word heaven must relate to 
scenes which are to be transacted on 
earth. Rev. xix. ** And the armies in 
heaven tollowed him on white horses.” 
“And he treadeth the wine-press of 
the fierceness and wrath of Almighty 
God.’ Now, reader, inquire where 
the wine-press is to be trodden—as- 
certain this fact, and you will find out 
where the heaven is, which is so often 
alluded to in the Apocalypse. A fatal 
time, a fatal place, and some fatal spell 
have so stupified priests and people, 
that the most perfect security reigns. 
None inquiring where or when these 
things are to take place. 





[From the Millennial Harbinger.) 
EVERLASTING GOSPEL. 
THIS Gospel, which has been our 
motto for three years past, has never 
yet been preached. It was the symbol 
of every number, though not a word 
has yet been said about it. As the 
gospel of our salvation was only found 
in type and prophecy, in the Jewish 
scriptures, so the everlasting gospel Is 
found, in the Christian scriptures, only 
on the page of prophecy. We have 
been, for years, developing the ancient 
gospel: a gospel proclaimed by the 
twelve angels of the Messiah; first 
Jerusalem, then in Samaria, and then 
to the uttermost parts of the earth. 
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But now we are about to speak of a 
future gospel, a gospel soon to be 
preached; a gospel which is to be 
borne on the wings of an angel in the 
midst of heaven, whose voice is to be 
heard from pole.to pole, and from the 
rising of the sun to the place of its 
going down. John, in vision, first saw 
the angel of this gospel spread his 
wings, and, with a speed which left be- 
hind ‘the swift-winged arrows of 
light,’ fly across the heavens; and as 
he flew, he heard a voice,—a voice of 
majestic and momentous import—the 
meaning of which no mortal yet has 
fully comprehended. 

‘‘Then I saw another angel flying 
in the midst of heaven, having an ever- 
lasting gospel to preach to them that 
dwell on the earth; and to every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and people.”’ 
So I read it in the English Bible of 
1607. The version made by James, 
a few years afterwards, reads, “the 
everlasting gospel,” as if it were a gos- 
pel already defined, or that first an- 
nounced by the twelve angels of the 
Christian institution. This is a mis- 
translation; and perhaps, owing to it, 
the great mass of readers suppose that 
the word everlasting is but an epithet 
of the gospel of remission, first preach- 
ed, not in the midst of heaven, but in 
Jerusalem. But this epithet belongs 
not to the gospel of remission, and 
therefore no inspired man ever called 
the gospel of remission everlasting. 
Corrupted it soon was, and its triumphs 
have always been limited, and short- 
lived. As well might the law of Moses 
have been called universal, or ever- 
lasting; as well might any command- 
ment, because recorded on the inspired 
page, be styled everlasting, as the 
gospel which was first promulged af- 
ter Jesus was glorified. But we must 
not yet anticipate ourselves. 

Let it, for the present, be noticed, 
that the message of the angel was 
never before announced: that till John 
saw him in vision, or till the time ar- 
rived when he made his appearance in 
the prospective drama of the mysterious 








future, the items of this gospel had not 
been divulged. Now, that it has not 
yet been preached, is as plain to us as 
that it was not in the days of the vision 
and prophecy. 

Before presuming to consider the 
items of the everlasting gospel, we 
must attend to some preliminary mat- 
ters; and of these, two shall suffice for 
the present :— 

I. The Jewish and christian scrip- 
tures commence with history, and end 
with prophecy. ‘Three lessons are 
implied in this fact. 

1. That historic and prophetic facts 
are both necessary to operate on the 
heart to produce those great moral 
results necessary to its becoming a 
temple of the Holy Spirit. 

2. That as both history and prophecy 
are revelations, they are, and must be, 
morally intelligible, or the moral in- 
fluence of them is lost to the world. 

3. That as the Jewish scriptures, 
ending with prophecy, imported ano- 
ther dispensation; so the Christian 
Scriptures, ending with prophecy, inti- 
mate a new state of things on earth. 

Il. The first prophecy and the last 
delivered to apostate man, indicate 
that affliction and sore trials shall al- 
ways precede triumph, exaltation, and 
glory. 

‘Jt shall bruise thy head.’’ The 
bruising of the serpent’s head was the 
first gospel ever preached, and the 
first prophecy recorded. And when 
his head shall have been bruised on 
earth, then will be an everlasting joy, 
because an everlasting gospel shall 
have been announced to the world. 

As illustrative of the universal fact, 
that grief and sorrow have always been 
the prelude of joy, be it observed that 
in the figurative nation this lesson was 
taught with a clearness and fulness 
that make incredulity without excuse. 

God promised Abraham that his 
posterity should be numerous, power- 
ful, triumphant, in the goodliest land 
on the face of the earth; but that first 
they should suffer evil treatment, cruel 
and hard oppression for hundreds of 
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years. So reads the preface, divine 
and inspired, to the only infallible his- 
tory of the church. 

Joseph was falsely accused, sold for 
a slave, and after he had suffered the 
greatest indignities, was elevated from 
a dungeon to the throne of Egypt. 

Moses was drawn out of the water 
before he was rocked in the cradle of 
state, and became an exile and a shep- 
herd before he was King in Jerusalem. 

David was snatched from the jaws 
of a lion, from the paw of a bear, while 
following the ewes with lamb; and af- 
ter being persecuted like a partridge 
on the mountains by Saul, was placed 
on the throne of the ‘Twelve Tribes, 
and made the boldest type in 4000 
years of his Son and Lord Messiah. 

In the days of Solomon, son of Da- 
vid, Israel was triumphant; but David 
had a bloody work of it before the 
Queen of Sheba came from the utter- 
most parts of the earth to see the glory 
of Israel trumphant, and to hear the 
wisdom of its King. 

Jesus was born in a stable and hang- 
ed upon a tree before he was glorified; 
and as it was with the typical Mediator 
and King, and the typical church, so 
it was with the true Mediator and 
King; and so will it be with the real 
church of God. 

The Christian religion and the true 
church have been always oppressed. 
From the days of Herod the King, till 
the present, their lives have been 
sought—their property, reputation, 
and life have been accounted like 
sheep for the slaughter. ‘There never 
has been a genuine follower of Jesus 
Christ, that was not an afflicted and 
oppressed man, either in person, pro- 
perty, or character; and while the 
dragon’s head has life in it, it will not, 
it cannot otherwise be. Like the Jewish 
church symbolic, the Christian was to 
be evilly treated for hundreds of years; 
for until now we have never had one 
Christian King, except the name has 
been given in derision by Satan to his 
Catholic Majesty of France. Chris- 


} governed by the New Testament alone, 





tianity and Christians have all been 
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baptized in a cloud, and in a sea of 
troubles from the first day of their 
march till now; and all that is wanting 
for Christians to be more hated, and 
to be more slandered and persecuted, 
is more similarity to Jesus in character, 
and a little more power on the part of 
those who surround the throne of po- 
litical power. No kingdom in this 
world has yet become the kingdom of 
Jesus Christ. 

The angel of this everlasting gospel 
announces the good news that the suf. 
fering days of Christians are numbered; 
that the hour of judgment has come— 
that the Lord is about to recompense 
his enemies, and to commence his 
reign over all the kingdoms of the 
world. We have said that not one 
of the kingdoms of this world had be- 
come a Christian kingdorm—no king- 
dom of thjs world has yet beeome a 
kingdom of Jesus Christ. Let us now 
examine this assertion with all atten- 
tion. 

Christians there are in many of the 
kingdoms of this world. In all the 
American states, in all the Euro- 
pean kingdoms, in some of the Asiatic 
and African nations; but not one of 
these states, nations, or tribes, as such, 
is a kingdom of Jesus Christ: for one 
of the very plainest reasons in the 
world—not one of them ts governed 
in person by Jesus Christ; not one of 
them acknowledges him as its King 
and administers his laws. Not one 
of them became a kingdom by adopt- 
ing his constitution, and vowing alle- 
giance to him as Governor in all things. 

Says one well versed in the policies 
of nations, and in the laws of Christian 
ethics, and all the writings of the 
Christian teachers, ‘No nation can be 










































nor by the principles which it incul- 
cates; for were we to take Jesus for 
our King, the Romans, or some Un- 
christian kingdom would come and 
destroy our country and government; 
for Jesus would not allow us to have 4 
sword or cannon by which to avenge 





our wrongs—nay, he would have us 
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to turn the other cheek when smitten 
in the face; and when compelled to go 
ope mile, to make it two.’ Grant it 
in all its force; and what follows? 
That no one kingdom can become a 
kingdom of Jesus Christ until all king- 
doms become his; and then it follows 
that the New Testament is only adapt- 
ed to Christians while citizens of other 
kingdoms, being under the govern- 
ments of those who know not God, 
and obey not the gospel of his Son. 
Hence the New Testament is only 
written and adapted to Christians in a 
suffering state—not as triumphant, not 
as having the reigns of government in 
their hands. 

But a time will come (and that very 
soon-—sooner than many can be per- 
suaded,) when “the kingdom, and do- 
minion, and the greatness of the king- 
doms under the whole heaven, shiall 
be given to the people of the saints of 
the Most High, whose kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom; and all dominions 
(kingdoms) shall serve and obey him.” 
But this not until one like the Son of 
man shall come on the clouds of hea- 
ven, and come to the Ancient of Days, 
and be brought near before him; and 
there be given him dominion, and glo- 
ry, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages shall serve him. 

The government of no nation is now 
in the hands of those who acknowledge 
the rights of Messiah—nay, the best 
government of this world, (our own,) 
inay be in the hands of a Turk, a Jew, 
or an Atheist, for aught our Constitu- 
tion cares. And this very government 
is indebted for its comparative excel- 
lency to the folly of all other govern- 
ments in making a court religion, and 
in causing all, both small and great, to 
bow to the idol or creed which those 
in power prefer. The New Testament 
being only adapted to Christians in a 
suffering state, it never can mount the 
throne, nor become a court religion ; 
and, therefore, any religion called 
Christian, which has been by law es- 
tablished, has been an impudent impo- 





sition or base counterfeit, and not the 


religion of Jesus Christ. When Chris- 
tianity gains the throne, Jesus Christ 
will place it there himself; and wher- 
ever he sets up his throne, from that 
place shal] go forth the law adapted 
to his subjects in their triumphant state. 

We again repeat it, from the sermon 
on the mount, to the 4th verse of the 
20th chapter of Revelation, every ad- 
dress delivered to Christians contem- 
plated them as suffering adversity. At 
different periods of the prophecy we 
have the anticipated triumph spoken 
of; we hear the echo from afar, say- 
ing, “Alleluiah! for the Lord God om- 
nipotent reigns!” “Rejoice over her, 
you saints, and apostles, and prophets, 
for God has avenged you on her.” 
‘The kingdoms of this world have be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his anointed, and he shall reign for- 
ever and ever.”’ But till Jesus appears 
in the clouds of heaven, his cause and 
people can never gain the ascendant. 
Now is the time for fighting the good 
fight—the time that tries men’s souls ; 
the time for the perseverance of saints; 
the time for suffering with him, that 
with him we may reign. 

No kingdom now cn earth can be 
regarded as a kingdom of our Lord, 
because they were all founded by the 
sword. Ambitious aspirants, political 
demagogues, successful warriors, tri- 
umphant military chieftains laid the 
foundation of them all. Although 
revolutions have in some instances 
changed the sceptre, still they were 
all founded by the sword. We boast 
of a government purchased with the 
blood of our ancestors ; of institutions 
founded by the valor and sealed by the 
lives of our fathers. A seven year’s 
war was the price of our political re- 
demption, and fifty year’s taxation the 
expense of our liberties. ‘The groans 
of the dying and wounded, the tears of 
widows and orphans, the millions of 
dollars, and the years of travail are yet 
remembered, at which our political 
birthrights were valued. But do we 
forget, or do we not believe, that * all 





who take the sword shall perish by the 
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sword’? Is not this the universal fate 
of all the nations of the world? And 
can we expect an exemption from this 
unchangeable law? We cannot. ‘The 
injustice, cupidity, ambition, oppres- 
sion, which are found in our political 
institutions, will doom this nation to the 
vials of vengeance, and cause it to go 
the way of all the earth, before the 
triumphant day of the Lord come. 
How rapid is the progress of corrup- 
tion, and how certain its consummation! 

This is the age of improvement in 
every thing—but morals. Labor sa- 
ving expedients spring up like the grass 
that grows upon the field: but is hu- 
man labor lessened? Are the toils and 
drudgery of life diminished by it? Not 
in the least: for as soon as one inven- 
tion is adopted, it opens a new field 
for speculation, new objects of enter- 
prize, and the ever active passions in 
the human breast impel the children of 
the flesh into everlasting toils. ‘There 
can be no radical amelioration of so- 
ciety under the influences which now 
govern the world. ‘The bonds of, 
friendship, the leagues of society are 
founded in cupidity or ambition, or in 
family pride. ‘The social qualities of 
our nature are all touched with this 
political magnet, and all our affections 
move on the hinges of time and sense. 

Our religion, if from it were sub- 
stracted the cupidity of its teachers,the 
pride of party, the rage of proselytism, 
and all the machinery which these pro- 
pel, would be frittered down to dimen- 
sions which would make the humblest 
Christian in the land hang his head 
and be ashamed of himself. 

But this state of things is not to 
survive the message of the angel of an 
everlasting gospel. He appears as a 
harbinger of the Millennium. He an- 
nounces that the year of recompenses 
for the controversy of Zion has arri- 
ved, and assures a sleeping world that 
the hour of God’s judgment has come; 
that the fate of all the enemies of the 
reign of Messiah is now sealed, and 
that consequently a new order of things 





_my holy mountain: for the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 





is to succeed. 





PROPHECIES TO BE FUL. — 
FILLED. 


**And it shall come to pass in the last 
days, that the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established in the top of 
the mountains, and shall be exalted above 
the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 
And he shall judge among the nations, and 
shall rebuke many people: and they shall 
beat their swords into plough-shares, and 
their spears into pruning-hooks: nation 
shail not lift up sword against nation, nei- 
ther shall they learn war any more.”— 
** They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 





































waters cover the sea.” 
and xi. 9. 


Isaiah ii. 2, 4. 

None will presume to say that these 
prophecies have ever been fulfilled, and 
consequently the time for their fulfil- 
ment must be yet future, and is draw- 
ing onapace. This is the time spoken 
of by all the prophets, when the mys- 
tery of God shall be finished, and when 
an everlasting gospel, as mentioned in 
the Revelation, will be preached unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to 
every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people, saying with a loud voice, 
Fear God, and give glory to him; for 
the hour of his judgment is come: and 
worship him that made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and the fountains 
of waters. 

This gospel will never become cor- 
rupted as that has been which was 
preached by the Apostles, but will con- 
tinue pure and uncontaminated while 
the earth remains. There will be no 
work of man in the promulgation of 
this gospel, as in the case of that pro- 
mulgated in the early days of Chris- 
tianity, and which, through the agen- 
cy of man was soon corrupted, and be- 
came an engine of power, degeneracy 
and every evil work. God alone will 
be the instrument in promoting and 
establishing this everlasting gospel, by 
writing his law in the hearts of men, 
and causing them to walk in his ways 
in a manner which has never been 
done before by any one but by Christ 
himself. For this is the time spoken 
of by the prophet Jeremiah, xxx1- Sl 
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— 34, ** Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that 1 will make a new cove- 
nant with the house of Israel, and with 
the house of Judah; not according to 
the covenant that | made with their 
fathers; (which my covenant they 
brake;) but this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel; 
after those days, saith the Lord, I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts; and they shall 
teach no more every man his neigh- 
bour, and every man his brother, say- 
ing, Know the Lord: for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the 
Lord.” 

This covenant in Ezekiel xxxvii. is 
called a covenant of peace, and an ever- 
lasting covenant, and the Lord declares 
respecting his people at this time, **they 
shall all have one shepherd: they shall 
also walk inmy judgments, and observe 
my statutes, and do them.”’ In refer- 
ence to the church at this period, it is 
also said: “*I the Lord do keep it; I 
will water it every moment: lest any 
hurt it I will keep it might and day.”’ 
Isaiah xxvii. 2, 3. The Lord will 
now no longer entrust the keeping of 
his church and peeple to man, to be 
taught and to be instructed by man, 
“for,’’ says the Lord, ** wherein is he 
to be accounted of!’? There will in- 
deed at this time be no saying one to 
another, ‘* Know the Lord;”’ no preach- 
ing or going to meeting to be taught 
of men; for “ they shall all be taught of 
God.” 

Looking unto man to be taught has 
been the cause of all the evil and de- 
generacy which have come into the 
church; and it is looking unto man, at 
this time, instead of looking unto the 
Lord alone, that keeps so many from 
coming to a true knowledge of God; 
and it will continue to keep them from 
coming to this true knowledge as long 
as they continue to look unto man in 
order to obtain it. It is with particu- 
lar reference to this more advanced 
























period, this new and better dispensa- 
tion which is near at hand, that the fol- 


lowing declaration is made by the 
prophet Isaiah: ‘* Cease ye from man, 
whose breath is in his nostrils; for 
wherein is he to be accounted of?” 
And again: *‘ Cursed be the man that 
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his 
arm, and whose heart departeth from 
the Lord. For he shall be like a heath 
in the desert, and shall not see when 
good cometh; but shall inhabit parch- 
ed places in the wilderness, in a salt 
land and not inhabited,—Blessed is 
the man that trusteth in the Lord, 
and whose hope the Lord is: for he 
shall be as a tree planted by the wa- 
ters, and that spreadeth out her roots 
by the river, and shall not see when 
heat cometh, but her leaf shall be 
green; and shall not be careful in the 
year of drought, neither shall cease 
from yielding fruit.”’ 

Why not then at this time look unto 
the Lord, and unto him alone, for all 
we need: for from him must come 
every good and perfect gift. A person 
may be as strict and particular re- 
specting every thing now required in 
each and every sect in Christendom, 
as Saul of Tarsus was in respect to 
the law and the traditions of the el- 
ders, and yet not have one particle of 
true religion, or any thing which God 
approves. For every thing which con- 
stitutes true religion must come imme- 
diately from God, and can come from 
no other source: and hence, all look- 
ing unto man, or to any human means 
whatever, must be only a hindrance 
and an obstacle in attaining to what 
is right. And so it is now found to be 
the case; for it is exceedingly difficult 
for a person that belongs to a sect, 
goes to meeting, &c. to attain unto a 
right state: and he cannot possibly 
do this, if he has any dependance on 
these things. But some among the 
sects may not have such dependance, 
and hence, as in the Saviour’s time, 
here and there an Anna, a Simeon, 
and a Nathaniel, may be found. True 
Christianity consists in having the spi- 
rit of Christ, and it can consist in no- 





thing else, and having this is all. 
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MILLENNIAL DISPENSATION. 

In application to that new dispensa- 
tion which is yet to come, the prophet 
Isaiah thus speaks: 

‘The light of the moon shall be as 
the light of the sun, and the light of 
the sun shall be seven-fold, as the light 
of seven days, in the day that the Lord 
bindeth up the breach of his people, 
and healeth the stroke of their wound.” 

This, with numerous other passages 
of prophecy too numerous to quote, 
will serve to show that there is a peri- 
od of the church yet to come, when its 
superiority, glory, and excellency will 
as far exceed any thing which has yet 
been witnessed, as the gospel dispen- 
sation exceeded that of the law. <A 
greater measure of the spirit of Christ 
will be imparted to men; their hearts 


will be more abundantly inclined to-| 


wards every thing that is right, and the 
almost necessary consequence will be, 
that they will conform to the require- 
ments of christianity, and there will be 
nothing to destroy, hurt, or disquiet 
among mankind. ‘There will then be 
no division, contention, or separation 
of interest among those that name the 
name of Christ; but all being as one 
body, they will have no disposition, nor 
can they be brought to injure, harm, 
or distress one another, any more than 
one member of the human body can 
be made to injure or harm another 
member of the same body. This dis- 
position or principle of feeling is ex- 
pressly inculcated by the gospel; and 
this is the actual state in which all 
christians will be, when they become 
partakers of the fulness of the gospel, 
and that measure of the spirit of Christ 
is imparted to them which is foretold 
in prophecy. This condition of the 
people of God is, therefore, justly call- 
ed the first resurrection, the time for 
the enjoyment of which has not yet ar- 
rived, and will not have arrived, to any 
great extent, tll after the beast and 
false prophet are destroyed, and Satan 
is shut up and bound as stated in the 
Revelation. 


The Apostle Paul felt the want of, 
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and acknowledged the non-attainment 
of this resurrection, notwithstanding all 
his labours, diligence, and sufferings, 
See Philippians ii. 8-14. He thus 
speaks: “ Yea, doubtless, and I count 
all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus m 

Lord: for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things, and do count them 
but dross, that | may win Christ, and 
be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Christ, 
the righteousness which is of God by 
faith: that | may know him, and the 
power of his resurrection, and the fel- 
lowship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death; if by any 
means I might attain unto the resur- 
rection of the dead. Not as though I 
had already attained, either were al- 
ready perfect; but 1 follow after, if 
that I may apprehend that for which 
also | am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
Brethren, | count not myself to have 
apprehended; but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto those 
which are before, I press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus.” 

If the Apostles themselves had not 
attained that full renovation from the 
state of death produced by the fall, 
termed a “resurrection of the dead,” 
then surely none have attained to it 
since their time; nor will any be able 
to attain unto it until that fulness of 
divine light and grace is bestowed up- 
on mankind, foretold in prophecy, when 
the Lord will write his law in the hearts 
of men, constraining them to obey his 
precepts, and causing them to feel it 
to be their meat and drink, their Joy 
and happiness to do his will. In this 
condition there is no likelihood of ther 
doing wrong, or going astray; and 
hence this condition is called the 
“first resurrection,’ being the first 
time that any of the children of men 
are brought into such a state. An 
under this new dispensation, mankind 
will not again become degenerate @ 
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corrupt, as under all previous dispen- 

sations, but will continue pure and un- 
contaminated for a thousand years— 
there being no disposition to incline 
them, nor any tempter to excite them 
to do what is evil. 

But here it must be observed, that 
notwithstanding the glory, happiness, 
and desirableness of such a condition 
of things, the virtue and goodness of 
mankind under this new dispensation, 
will be of a more negative or inferior 
kind to that which may be practised in 
the present day, when evils are so nu- 
merous, and trials and temptations so 
much abound. Indeed, under the fa- 
vorable state of the millennial state of 
the church, mankind may be wholly 
incapable of exercising that degree of 
virtue, or of receiving such a measure 
of favour and acceptance before God, 
as those who are in a less favoured 
condition, and who notwithstanding 
continue faithful, and persevere under 
all the trials, difficulties, and discou- 
ragements with which they are sur- 
rounded. For there will then, com- 
paratively, be nothing to induce man- 
kind to go astray, and they will hardly 
be capable of doing any thing wrong, 
and when men are incapable of doing 
wrong there can be no virtue in doing 
right. “* Where there can be no vice,”’ 
says one, “there can be no virtue.”’ 
And, as before observed, such will be 
the measure of grace dispensed unto 
men, when the Lord shall write his law 
in their hearts, that they will be wholly 
inclined to do whatever is right, and 
Satan, being bound, will no longer be 
able to deceive and tempt them to do 
what is wrong. Hence people at this 
time will almost as naturally and as 
easily move in the path of right doing, 
as a vessel follows the current, and if 
they are impelled in a right course 
with a force that cannot be resisted, 
then there can scarcely be any true 
virtue in following in such a course. 

lt therefore remains for us who live 
in these days of abounding evil to con- 


sider, that although we all desire to see. 





that glorious period arrive when that 














greater measure of grace foretold in 
prophecy shall be poured out upon 
men, and when all shall be subdued to 
Christ and know the Lord; yet, from 
the very circumstance of having all 
hindrances and obstacles to virtue and 
well doing removed, and a principle 
implanted i in the heart powerfully con- 
straining men to do right, it necessari- 
ly follows that what we now call virtue 
will be very common in that day, if it 
be not of an inferior kind or of less va- 
lue. For the value of a thing is most- 
ly rated by its scarcity, and the diffi- 
culty in its attainment. It seems in- 
deed doubtful whether any will be ca- 
pable, during this favoured period, of 
receiving such a measure of accept- 
ance and approbation from God, as in 
the present day, or as those whe have 
been faithful in a dark and trying pe- 
riod, surrounded by obstacles and diffi- 
culties, and who have been called to 
endure great struggles, conflicts, and 
sufferings in following and obeying the 
commandments of the Lord. Christ 
has pronounced those blessed who en- 
dure such trials and sufferings for his 
name’s sake—and we may be convin- 
ced of its truth—and such trials and 
sufferings cannot then be endured, be- 
cause they will have no existence, and 
consequently this blessedness cannot 
then be enjoyed. A moment’s reflec- 
tion will satisfy us that it must beso. 
But yet where much is given much 
will be required, and there will be de- 
grees of virtue under every dispensa- 
tion and under all circumstances. And 
such as live according to the dispensa- 
tion they are under in every period, 
will be as happy in the day of final 
reckoning as they are capable of know- 
ing or feeling happiness; and what 
more can they desire? or what cause 
will they have to complain? As all the 
Apostles suffered and endured much, 
and, with the exception of the Apostle 
John, laid down their lives in the cause 
of their Lord, they will hence “ shine 
as the brightness of the firmament, and 
as the stars forever and ever.” It is 
also foretold that the twelve founda- 
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tions of the holy city, the new Jerusa- 
lem, will have in them the names of 
twelve Apostles of the Lamb. Let 
those who would envy them this distin- 
guished honor and glory, remember 
what they suffered and endured in the 
cause of Christ, and the cup which 
they drank: for those who reign have 
first to suffer, and such as are crown- 
ed must first strive. 

There is a passage in Hebrews xi. 
40, not now perhaps fully understood 
by any one. After speaking of the 
trials, sufferings, and afflictions of the 
prophets and others under former dis- 
pensations, the Apostle says: “ These 
all having obtained a good report 
through faith, received not the pro- 
mise: God having provided some bet- 
ter thing for us, that they without us 
should not be made perfect.’? A com- 
mentator on this place, remarks: “ Be- 
lievers before the flood, under the Law, 
and since the Law, make but one 
church. And the church cannot be 
considered as complete till the believ- 
ers under all dispensations are gather- 
ed together.” 

COMING EVENTS. 

We have a plain view of what is 
speedily coming on this land, and could 
specify particulars as made known in 
prophecy, more fully than we have yet 
done. But as there seems now scarce- 
ly any belief in prophecy, and as no- 
thing now said would be believed, we 
shall decline saying much more re- 
specting coming events until their ac- 
complishment begins, which it is be- 
lieved will be before two months from 
this time. When they once begin they 
will not terminate till mankind are 
convinced there is a God that rules in 
the earth. The events which are about 
to take place, are compared to a “ con- 
tinuing whirlwind,”’ which will sweep 
over the whole civilized world before 
its termination, and in the course of its 
progress it will remove and destroy 
every thing that can be shaken, that 


only that which cannot be shaken may 
remain. 


Our afflictions will be very great, and 
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These are the honest convictions of 
our minds, from an examination of the 
prophecies; and events will soon show 
if we have been mistaken, or have 
made wrong calculations. It would be 
easy to refer to the passages of pro. 
phecy upon which our convictions are 
founded; but this would be very little 
use while there is such a want of faith 
in the prophecies as at present, and 
especially afler so many miscalcula- 
tions have been made from them. — 
When there is more belief in the pro- 
phecies, and when they are seen fulfil. 
ling around us, there will be more pro- 
priety in calling attention to such por. 
tions of them as relate to this country, 
and for events that are still future. — 
Suffice it to say for the present, that 
the latter day afflictions, which are to 
pass over all countries, will begin, and 
will first be finished in our own land; 
and that this will be the first country 
brought into a truly right condition, 
and, like the principles of political lib- 
erty, will extend its salutary influence 
to the various countries of Europe.— 






































will soon commence; but they will all 
be overruled for good by a merciful 
God, and result in producing a better 
state of things than ever before existed 
in any country of the world. France, 
by next August will be a scene of deso- 
lation, and the monarchs of Europe, 
with their adherents, will soon sink be- 
fore the terrible rod that will be raised 
up against them. England will escape 
for a while, but at length it will fall 
upon them if possible with still greater 
severity. 
What is here stated is not done with 
a view to appear as foretelling future 
events, as no such character can be 
attached to any one who states them 
at this time, since they have been made 
known and pointed out in prophecy 
more than 2000 years ago: but they 
are stated principally to convince man- 
kind, who have now nearly lost all faith, 
that there is such a thing as divine re 
velation, and that the prophecies are 








true; for there is nothing at present t 
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indicate the approach of such events, 
nor could any human ingenuity pene- 
trate or forsee their accomplishment. 





For the Reformer. 
PROPOSALS FOR A NEW COM- 
MUNITY. 

In these times of forming numerous 
societies and communities for the good 
of mankind and the advancement of 
peace and comfort in the world, the 
writer takes the liberty to propose the 
following, to wit— 

The society to be designated by no 
particular name, to have no presi- 
dent, vice-president, secretary, direct- 
ors, Or managers—never to assemble 
together to transact business, raise 
funds, enact by-laws, impose fines, 
or for other purposes, but in place of 
these, each person to sincerely endea- 
vour, at all times, and under all cir- 
cumstances to do right, and to act to- 
wards every one as he would have the 
same person act towards him. In 
no case to owe any thing to any one 
if possible, except love and good will, 
and if any other debts be due to en- 
deavour to discharge them as soon as 
possible, and in no instance, or under 
any circumstances ever to contract a 
debt without the most certain prospect 
of paying, and as soon as shall be ex- 
pected. ‘To indulge no wrong or un- 
kind feelings to any one, however un- 
justly treated. To speak no ill of any, 
but rather to pity them in proportion 
to the wrong they may do, inasmuch 
as they are the greatest objects of pity 
and commiseration, and not of bitter- 
ness and ill will. To annoy no one, 
distress no one, or treat any one with 
unkindness, but to follow the precepts 
of Christ at all times, by loving our 
enemies, doing good to those that hate 
us, and praying for those that despite- 
fully use us and persecute us. To give 
as little trouble to any one as possible; 
avoiding all extravagance, pride, and 
ostentation, and all desire to be great 
and distinguished in the world. These 
are some of the items to be observed; 


himself whatever is better; and every 
individual is at liberty to join the soci- 
ety as soon as he may think proper, 
as no objections will be made to his 
becoming a member. P. 





IMPORTANCE OF DEMONSTRATION. 


In an extract in our last number it was 
stated: 

‘*Demonstration, not reason, has pro- 
duced all the changes in religion for the 
better on earth. Demonstration first gave 
Christianity success in its passage; and 
nothing else will give it success again. 
Christianity has not gained a handbreadth 
of territory since demonstration has left its 
footsteps.” 

Every true Christian has that which 
amounts to demonstration to his own mind, 
as much as those who saw the outward 
miracles of Christ. For he has the wit- 
ness in mag and knows that he has 
passed from death unto life: he has heard, 
he has seen, he has looked upon, and his 
hands have handled, of the word of life. 
That faith is of very little worth which 
rests only on probability, mere reason, or 
supposition, and is not the faith spoken of in 
Scripture. True ana living faith, through 
which we are born into the kingdom of 
Christ or made new creatures, stands 
wholly in the power of God, and not in 
the wisdom of man, or any reasoning or 
deductions which man can put forth un- 
accompanied by the exercise of that power 
of God by which true faith is produced. 
Therefore, all attempts to convince un- 
believers of the truth of Shristianity, or 
bring them even to believe in the being of 
a God, where such a belief is wanting, 
will be unavailing, unless accompanied or 
aided by a divine or supernatural power. 
This may not be very agreeable to some 
to hear, but it is nevertheless true. We 
are all dependent on God. 

Not however but that we shall be left 
without excuse; for all necessary faith will 
be given to such as improve or rightly use 
the faith which is given them. And in the 
course of life some measure of faith is 
given to every one, otherwise he would 
never be blamed for not rightly using faith. 
It is only the abuse or misimprovement of 
what is given that can bring condemna- 
tion to the mind before God. How far, 
therefore, unbelievers in this day are to 
be blamed can be known only unto God; 
for he alone can know what he has be- 
stowed: and where only little has been 





to which each member may add for 





given, but little will be required. 
The Lord, for certain and wise reasons, 
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often permits things whereby he alone 
can judge concerning any delinquency, 

But no one who acts with an honest and 
upright intention, and has always done 
so, will ever be condemned of the Lord, 
whatever may be his faith or however he 
may be judged by man. It is time, there- 
fore, that all persecutign should stop re- 
specting opinions, whatever they may be, 
as God only is competent to judge and 
pronounce the just sentence in the case 
of each individual. An henest and upright 
intentioned man is of great price; and 
such every one should seek to be, and 
trust to the Lord for whatever he may 
need, for he will not be cast away how- 
ever he may be condemned by man. Our 
greatest concern is to see that we are 
honest and upright in our intentions; as 
more depends on this than all the faiths in 
the universe, or the approbation of the 
whole world. The Lord only knows the 
heart and the uprightness of its inten- 
tions, and we should endeavour to judge 
as impartially in respect to our intentions 
as the impartial Judge of the universe 
will judge concerningthem. If we judge 
partially, or with too much favour in our 
own behalf (and there is the greatest liabi- 
lity) all will be lost, and our own heart 
must condemn us in a coming day, and we 
cannot have confidence before God in the 
time of final reckoning, which must soon 
arrive to all who are now living. 














THE JEWS. 

The Restoration of the Jews to the city 
of Jerusalem, and to their long lost and 
lovely country, that “flowed with milk! 
and honey,” it is said, is about becom-| 
ing a very serious point of consideration 
among the cabinets of Europe. The com- 
plicated state of Turkish affairs, and the 
dread that Russia may acquire a footing 
on the Bosphorus and Asia Minor, have 
led the cabinets of Europe to inquire into 
the propriety of establishing an indepen-, 
dent sovereignty in Palestine, as they 
have already done in Greece. 

A new power raised up in Palestine, a 
Jewish kingdom erected in Jerusalem, 
might prove a check to the designs of the. 
Pacha of Egypt, as well as to the northern 
Nicholas. It is said in private letters, that 
the celebrated capitalist Rothschild, and 
all the leading Israelites in Europe, have 
been consulted on the subject, and that 
the project has been favourably received 
by many. The plan is to send an army 
and a fleet to Palestine, under the com- 
bined auspices of England and France, 








to see that curious, original, and ancient 
people again restored to their country by 





and to take possession of Palestine—to 
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negotiate with Egypt, or fight that power, 
but at all events to lay the foundations of 
a new empire in the east, in which the 
Jews of Europe would occupy the first 
rank, on condition of their emigrating to 
that country and furnishing part of the 
funds necessary to defray the expenses 
Of course the utmost liberty of opinion “sa 
religion would be extended to all classes 
in the new Judea, for it is a singular fact 
that the Jews of the present age are the 
most liberal thinkers in all matters of po- 
litical and religious belief. The exely. 
siveness which prevailed in the “high 
and palmy state” of Jerusalem is com. 
pletely changed in this age of the world, 

What a singular spectacle it would be 










































the Christian cabinets of Europe!—to see 
the banks of the brook of Kidron, the 
vale of Jehosaphat, the river Jordan, the 
mounts of Carmel and of Lebanon again 
peopled with the descendents of their an- 
cient possessors!—{ Pennsylvanian. 





A great number of religious Jews in Po- 
land are making preparations to visit Je- 
rusalem, in a belief that the time predict- 
ed by their prophets had nearly arrived in 
which they shall be restored to the posses- 
sion of that country. The Jews generally 
are watching the movements of the Egyp- 
tian army with great eagerness, in the be- 
lief that some arrangements will be made 
which will enable them to return to Ju- 
dea, and this belief has led to actual as- 
sociations in Poland.—{ Late paper. 





True gentleness, like an impenetrable 
armor, repels the most pointed shafts of 
malice: they cannot pierce through this 
invulnerable shield, but either fall harm- 
less to the ground, or return to wound the 
hand that shot them. If it were only for 
mere human reasons, it would turn to a 
better account to be patient; nothing de- 
feats the malice of an enemy, like a spit 
of forbearance. A meek spirit will not 
look out of itself for happiness, because It 
finds a constant banquet at home; yet, by 
a sort of alchymy, it will convert all exter- 
nal events to its own profit, and be able to 
deduce some good, even from the most 
unpromising.—[{ Christian Monitor. 
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